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Shortly after Schoen had made his first communication
concerning the Russian mobilization and the steps that
Germany was forced to take in consequence, the French
Government finally received, on July 31, at 8:30 P.M.,
Paleologue's belated telegram announcing it.124 This left
no doubt that the news of it, which had already come from
German sources through Jules Cambon, Schoen, and a tele-
graph agency, was correct. This news, coupled with that
of the German "Threatening Danger of War" received from
Cambon, left little doubt in the minds of the French Cabi-
net that a European War was inevitable. General Joffre
demanded the complete mobilization of the eastern army
corps. "Every delay of twenty-four hours in calling up
reservists and sending the telegram for couverture means
a retardation of the concentration forces, that is, the initial
abandonment of fifteen to twenty kilometers of territory
for every day of delay," At 5:00 P.M., therefore, before
Schoen came to ask Viviani about French neutrality, the
Cabinet decided to order that couverturfi, which had been
already ordered with limitations on July 30 in connection
with the "10-kilometer withdrawal/' should now take place
in its fullest extent,129
A little later at 1:00 A.M., the Russian Military
Attache at Paris reported to St. Petersburg:
The French Minister of War has declared to me in a tone
of hearty enthusiasm the firm decision of the French Gov-
ernment for War, and begged me to confirm the hope of the
French General Staff that all our efforts will be directed
against Germany, and that Austria will be treated as a
124 Sec above, ch. x, at note 70.
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